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COPY of this Sermon was put in- 

to my Hands laſt Month, juſt as I 

mas beginning ſome bil which 

ook me up ſeveral Weeks. Since ] came 

Home, I found the Notes taken from me by g 

Writer of Short-hand, or the Tranſcript t 

thereof to be ſo very imperfei? and faulty in 


divers Places, that I was neceſſitated to a- 


mend the Errors and ſupply the Defects with 
much Trouble, and a fie mardi to procure it to 
-+| 7 Written over fair. This i is the true Rea- 
1 27 the Delay. For i it was preached aboug 
be ft Week of April, if I forget not. Such 
as it is I hope thoſe (at leaſt) wha were ſo 
1 nate 325 its P ublication will accept 

"0 5 1 


— 


Advertiſement 


Kindly with all its Faul 


ed and now made Publick. . . 


ts, and Endeavour to 
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3 a For ye are dead, and your L A 15 
9 * With Chriſt i in G. 


5 HE Proto of 808 upon ide 
ERR Invitation of ſome of my Eriends, 
having call'd me hither this Day to 
ſpeak upon ſo ſad an Occaſion, 1 
x/ (© 0 thought theſe Words which you 
have now. Heard, Would be a ro- 
— ber Subject to treat on for put mit- 

J cual Edifieationt and Inſtruction. They are fuch as on 
afforded great Comfort to m ſelf under a near Pro- 
ſpect of Death, which yet it x74 Gov unexpect- 
edly to prevent: And therefore I hope they ma) bs | 
uſeful to, rhoſe that ate here preſent. Which tllere . 
fore 1 ſhall (with as much Brevicy. and Plainneſs as 20 1 55 
can) Endeayour to open to you, and make ſome brief 
7 Applicapion, before I ſpeak to the Tſpeciaf Occafion 
of my Preaching here this Day. =". 

| "Tex E Aboſtle” in the two foregoing” Yard ex- 4 
horts the Coloſſlans, and in them all Believers, : Not tv © | 
| ſet their Aﬀettions on Things that are below ; but on Things 

that are above; and theſe Words. are brought i in as u 
| ſtrong! Argument to enforce the Exhortation: For, 

he, It does not become you who are dead, and whoſe 

Ife. us Li with Chriſt in God, to place your Confidence, 

your 2 — yout Hope, or * Deſires, * * 
x thoſe 
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choſe Things that are here below, that are infinitely 
beneath what you have already in Hope and View; 
but on thoſe Things that are above in Heaven. 
In treating on theſe Words, I ſhall fr propoſe 
Something in order to open the firſt Paſſage. of them, 
before I come to the Doctrine I intend chiefly to inſif 
upon. And that is, To ſhew the Meaning of that 
Expreſſion, [Ye are dead], for the Word ¶ dead] is uſed 
in various Senſes in Scripture. I ſhall mention thoſe 
that are moſt remarkable ; and then fix upon the de- 
terminate Senſe of what the Apoſtle here means, To 
paſs by the Notion of à natural Death, (which is a 
Separation of the Soul from the Body.) | 

TukE RE are theſe divers Sorts or Kinds of Death 
in Scripture frequently ſpoken of. nog 550 


1. Taz: is that which is call'd a legal Death, 


when a Man is dead in Law ; and tho' his Life be yer 
continu'd, and the Execution of the Sentence, which 


he. hath deſerv'd, be ſaſpended for a Time: yet he 


lives precariouſly, and has no Aſſurance, how long it 
will be before the Sentence be executed that is paſs'd 
upon. him. Such an One, we ſ⸗ Y, Is dead in Law, 
tho he may be repriev'd for a Time, This is ap- 
ply'd to the Caſe of all Mankind, who came into 


the World dead in this Senſe : For as 15 axe in other 


ſenſes (preſently to be mention'd) ſaid to be dead; 
of eſpecially in this. For this, conſider thoſe Words in 
1 Cor. xv. 22. For as in Adam all die, even ſo in CRRIsT 


ſhall all be made alive. i. e. They are all ſubje& to 


Death by Virtueof the juſt Sentence of the Law. For 
the holy Law of Gop being violated by the Sis of our 


fit Parents, and we being involv'd. in the Guilt of 


their Sin; we are thereupon, (as ſoon as we are 
born) liable to ſuffer Death, and Gon might juſtly 
inflict it upon us immediately, if He pleas d: For 
Death cou d never have come into the World, (as the 


makes 


Sociniaus pretend) if Sin had not firit enter d. Which 
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Wherefore as by one Man Sin enter d into the World, and 
Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, in that 
all have ſinned. He does not ſpeak of a natural Death; 
{for then Adam either wou d have had no Poſterity, 
or his firſt Off- ſpring wou'd have been cut off as ſoon 
as they receiv d their Being; ) but of that legal Death 
whereby Perſons are by the juſt Sentence of the Law 
obnoxious to Death ral and eternal. This is not 
the Death ſpoken of in che Text, but is mention'd 
2 Cor. v. 14. For the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, be- 
cauſe we thus judge, that if One died for all, then were 
all dead: And that be died for all, that they which live, 


= frould not henceforth love unto themſelves, but unto him 


which died for them, and roſe again. i. e. If Cunisr 


died for Men that were deadin Law, or doom d to 
Death, the forfeired Life which is reſtored unto them 
by Divine Grace, ought to be ſpent to the Ho- 
; nour and Service of Him that died for them.” This 

being the Caſe of all thoſe that are redeem'd by 


the precious Blood of CHRIST. They were once 
legally dead; but that forfeired Life that is continu'd 


unto them, ought to be devoted to the Bleſſed Jesus 


who ſaved us from Death. 33 8 £71 
2. TnERE is a ſpiritual Death in Sin, which is more 
often mentioned in the New Teſtament. And this be- 
longs unto all, untill by divine Grace they are renew d 
and ſanctified and regenerated. For all by Nature are 
ſaid to be Dead in Treſpaſſes and in Sins *. And therefore 


the Apoſtle do's make Uſe of that Expreſſion. + A- 


wake thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt 
ſhall give the Light. i.e. Thou art now like one Dead 
in Regard of ſpiritual Action. For no Man in his 
natural State can perform any Thing that is truly 


pleaſing or acceptable unto Go p, (the carnal Mind 


being Enmity againſt the Law of Gon.) This is fitly 
| | * 4 B 2 | calb'd 
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makes the Apoſtle expreſs himſelf thus, Rom. v. 12. 
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call'd Death, becauſe it much reſembles the natural 
Death, For as in Death there is a Ceſſation of all the 
common Actions of Life; and a Man then is unactive 
as well as ſenſeleſs: So are Men that are in their na- 
tural State, in regard to what is ſpiritual: They have 
no Apprebenſion of their Danger, for the moſt part: 
And if they are a little convinced and awaken'd, 


then they are like Perſons not quite awak'd, who 


preſently fall aſleep again. Which makes the Apoſtle 
uſe alſo the Similitude of Sleeping. There is no true 


Action of the holy Life in them, no true Love to Gon, 


no Motion of divine Grace, or any Thing that be- 
longs to the New- Creature. This is not the Senſe 


of the Text neither. For the Apoſtle was ſpeaking 


of ſuch as had eſcap'd this deſperate Condition, and 
therefore had a Proſpe& of a glorious Life hereafter, as 
well as enter'd into a ſpiritual Life bere. For your Life is 
hid with Chriſt in God. If they were dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins, the Apoſtle cou'd not thus ſpeak to 
them, but upon Condition of a Change 'to be after- 
wards wrought in them by ſupernatural Grace, being 
both convinced and converted; for he ſpeaks unto 
them upon a Suppoſition of being alive unto God, and 
in the Number of true Believers, Therefore, / 


3. TAuERI is a Death unto Sin, | and to the World, 
And this is the Senſe of the Apoſtle here, For, 


(c.) Txvt Believers are ſaid to be dead to Sin. The 


Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks often of this Particular, Rom. vi. 


1, 2. Where in anſwer to an Objection ſome wicked 
Men might raiſe againſt: the Doctrine of our being 
juſtify d freely by Gop's Grace thro the Redemption that 
15 in Jesus ChRisr, he ſays, Shall we continue in Sin, 
that Grace may abound? God forbid. The Subſtance of 


which, is as much as to ſay, * That when Chriſtians - 
sé are by the irreſiſtible Pawer of the divine Spirit drawn 
ff from a State of Si 


moe fa: 4 27 bs 5 


n into a State of Grace and Holinep, 
TREE 0 that 
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c. that they are no longer what they were before, 
„ viz. alive and active in the Service of Sin; they 


are dead unto it, their Luſts are mortify'd and ſub- 
e du'd. They are ſaid to have crueify'd the Fleſh with 
= © the Affections and Luſts thereof , i. e. By Virtue of 
ee the Croſs of Curisr, they have conguered the Pow- 
© er and Dominion of Sin, tho* there be. ſtill, ſome 


„Remainders of it in them, while in this World, 
e in che En 471 


(..) Tux are dead to the World. This alſo is fre- 
= quently ſpoken of by the Apoſtle. Amongſt many 
bother Places, conſider, Gal. vi. 14. God forbid that ; 


| ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Feſm Chrift, 
* by whom the World is crucify d unto me, and I unto the 


urid. viz. The World was dead unto him, as well as 


þ be unto the World, i. e. Whereas in his natural State 


(aas all Men do) he plac d his chief Felicity and Hap- 
pineſs in Something or other of 'Creature-Enjoyments'; 
no he has fix d it on Gop only; as the World was 
once, ſo now God is become; his chief End and Portion, 


So that the Man, tho' he uſes the World, he does not 


a abuſe it; he does not look for his Felicity and Reſt 
from any Thing of it. He knows there is Nothing 
here that can fully ayſwer his Defires ; Nothing ſuit- 
able to that heavenly Spirit that Gop has breathed 
into him; Nothing that can any ways prove a traue 
= Happineſs to a rational Creature. And therefore being 
now renew'd by divine Grace, he acts above thg 
Sphere of Nature; and tho' he makes uſe of the 
World for his Neceſſity and Convenience, yet he 
looks upward to higher Enjoyments than this World 


can afford. This is the Senſe of the Words. 
Bur here you muſt obſerve, That Death to Sin 
and the World, is conſider d two Ways, | 


2 


* 
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for eternal Life hereafter. Nay, on the contrary t 
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120 A Pantrai SERMON on the 
vp. As it is by Prefſſon and bafriſmal E beten 


and fo it belongs not only to ſound Chriſtians, but 
even to Hypoerites, even to that are within the 
Pale of the Viſible Cb ks. 


24h, Ir is ſpoken determinately of them that are 
what they profeſs to be, and that live upto that Profeſſion, 
that is, ſound Believers, who are effectually fantifyd 
in Body, Soul and Spirit, by the free Grace of Gov. 
ALL profeſs d Chriſtians are by Baptiſm engag d 
hereto : Which made the Apoſtle in the forementi- bw: 
ond 6th Chapter to the Romans, ver. 3, 4, 5- thus ex» = 
preſs himfelf. 5 Know 7 not, that {o many of a ar Were ho 
baptized into Feſus Chrift, were baptized into his Death? © 
Therefore we are buried with bim by Baptiſm into Death; © 
that like as Chriſt was raisd up from the Dead by t 
Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in New> © 
neſs of Life. For if we have been planted together in the © 
Trekeneſs of bis Death, we ſhall be alſo in the Likeneſs of | 
bis Reſurrection. But this is not of ſelf ſufficient to 
denominate a Man a true Chriſtian; for all are 
not Iſrael, that are of Iſrael ; ſeeing all are not 
really what they pretend to be; and out of the 
Viſible Church (which is Cax1srt's Kingdom) the 1 

Angels ſhall at laſt; ſnatch the Tares, and throw them in- 
to everlaſting Burnings, Matth. xiii. 41. The Promiſe 7 
in the Text, and the Encouragement the Apoſtle 
gives cannot be to theſe : For ſuch as theſe are ſo far 
from having their Life hid with Chrift, that they have 
no ſpiritual Life here, nor any juft Ground to 855 
ey 


are (notwithſtanding their Profeſſion) till dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, and liable to the ſecond Dearth, and 
all the dreadful Conſequences of it. Therefore it is 
the ſecond Sort, that in this Text he addreſs d him- 
ſelf unto, there being many ſuch among the Coloſ- 
4 ſians; 
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Fans; this hidden Life belong'd only to them, and not 
to thoſe who are only viſible Members of the Church. 
Such as have conquer d, by the Divine Grace, the 
XZ Power and Dominion of Sia; ſuch as do now Jive 
XZ abovethe World; ſuch as are united unto CAuR IST; 
ſuch only have their Life hidden with Him. And fo 
I come to the Propoſition itſelf, vi. 
Tur rhe Life of a found Chriſtian is an biddin Life, 
did with Chriſt in God. Theſe Words {in God] are 
7 ſometimes render d with GO D or in bis Preſence ; 
2X ſometimes they have reſpect to Gov as the Fountaim 
cf cbe Deity, ſpoken of Him as the jirf Beginner of the 
Work of Salvation. But not deſigning to inſiſt on 
that; 1 ſhall only ſpeak to theſe Particulars follow 
bs 1 ing, ix. 9 G s n er EAPTLTL 


I. Waar is this Life of a Chriſtian, that is ſaid to 
= be an-bidJen Lie! 00 CHI 
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>  Tazsz Things will ſufficiently: give us the whole 
= Meaning of che Apoſtle in theſe Words. 


I. WA is this Life that is ſald to be hidden or 
ſecret? I anſwer, It is the Life of Grace, compleated 
in the Life of Glory. For the underſtanding of which, 
== ebſerve, That when a Chriſtian is firſt e fectually calbd 
by Gon out of the State of Sin, and a divine Change 
is wrought in him by the powerful Operation of rhe 
Hoh Spirit, he then becomes a New Creature ; all old 
Pings are poſt away, and all Things are become new, 
2 Cor. v. x7. he then only begins ro iv to Gop ; and 
lives becoming himſelf; his former Life was a State of 


E 


Sin and Condemnation (as you have heard); and in 


᷑repſect of che Corruption of Nature, and Irregulari- 
64 >= 1} attol * tics 
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ties and Diſorders, that were in the Soul, it was a 
Life no better than Death. Therefore ſaith the Fa- 


ther of the Prodigal in the Parable, Luke xv. 32. This 


my Son was dead, and is alive again. He never liv d 
to the Glory of Go p, nor to any good Purpoſe be- 
ſore. The Life of a Man before this happy Change 
is 2 mere Dream and Vanity or Shadow. A Man 
ſpends his Time and Strength neither to the Honour 
of Gov, nor to the Good of himſelf nor to the Profit of 
others. But when he is truly converted or renewed, 
then he begins to live in good earneſt; and he may 
date his Life from thence. This Life then is begun in 
Grace, but it is compleated in everlaſting Glory. The 
firſt Seeds of Grace in the Soul will bud and grow up 
to eternal Life. And this our Lord does excellently 
expreſs by a very apt Similitude, ſetting forth bot 

the Nature and Duration of it, and effectually proves 
againſt the Arminians and Feſuits, the Doctrine of 


the Perſeverance of the Saints, Fob. iv. 14, Whoſoever 


drinketh of the Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never 
thirſt ; but the Water that J ſhall give bim, ſhall be in 
bim 4 Well of Water ſpringing up into everlaſting Life. 
Wherein obſerve the Perpetuity of this divine Principle, 
compar'd to a Spring of living Water: Where there is 
a Fountain, there is a conſtant Supply of Water ?: 


And ſo this Principle of Grace ſhall never end, but 


ſhall fpring up to everlsfting Life. This therefore 


proves the Perpetuity and durable Nature of divine 


Grace, as ſuſtained and actuated by the Influences of the 
Bleſſed Spirit, and ſecur'd by the immutable and eternai 
Purpoſe of Go p, and the unchangeableneſs of his Ca- 
venant. For the ſame Reaſon we find ſeveral ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe in the New Teſtament vix. He that 
believes hath eternal Life *. He, has it not only in 
Title, but he has it in the Beginning and Firſt- Fruus, 
and tho the Compleatment of this Happineſs be re- 

r e 0 1 10066 ſerved 
— — . 95 93G 5 S WHCEAS 7 «$f Þ FORE, 2 — 

* John iii. 36. 
* 


+ 
"TH 
_ 
os 
_— 
7h 
wt. 
oe: 


"2% 

Fx 

A 

. 

* © 
7 A 


4 Þ a 4 
: 5 op 
3A 
5 


| 5 E te hk Une ell of — 1 33 2 2 8 * * : 2 n | 4 

g — B * * _—_ 5 * * 1 oi 5 F 5 r * 4 3 — —_— 
Death of Mr. SamutL DooLiTEtLL. 17, 
92 ; 4 a ao * 3 6 4 . % | 4 


ſerved to another Day yet ſuch A Foundation is then 
effeQually laid, that thoſe who are thus renew'd by 


s * 


WT the Spiric's deſcending into their Hearts, are effec- 
tually ſecured in the Enjoyment of what is promiſed 


to them : For the good Work that is begun in them, will 


be compleat in the Day of Chriſt. | 


An p as to thoſe that ſeem to have had divine 


—# 


Grace, and yet afterwards fall away, the, Apoſtle 
X Fobn is very clear and full, 1 Job. ii. 19. They went 


1 1 from u, but they were not of us: For if they had been 


VVV 
der both the Life of Grace, which is the Beginning, 
and the Life of Glory, which is the Conſummation of 


= of. us, they would no doubt have continued with us, &c. 


Words very cloſe and full. ' And tho' they have en- 


deavour d to pervert them, who are Enemies of dis 
vine Grace; yet are they ſo plain and ſtrong, that 
they ſtand firm againſt all their Aſſaults, and cannot 
be battered or broken down. I cou'd name many 
more Texts to the Purpoſe; but theſe may ſuffice to 
illuſtrate this Expreſſion [ Life] ſo often mention'd 
in Scripture, ſometimes as ſpiritual Life, ſometimes as 
2X eternal Life, and ſometimes including both, as in the 
Text. I ſhall therefore, | 


II. S u W in what Reſpetts this Life of 4 Cbriſtiau 


all conſi- 


it, when Grace ſhall be ſſioüted at the laying the” 


Top ſtone of this Building, whoſe Foundation AS 
laid in God's eternal Council and Purpoſe, viz. to chuſe 


ſome to everlaſting Life out of the corrupt Maß of 


: 3 the World. As to the ſpiricual Life being 4 hidden 


Life, theſe Things may be obſery'd, + 


1. Ta4rt the very Operations and A#ings of a ſpi- 
ritual Life are hidden from the World. It is true, 
the external Converſation of holy Men is obſetved by 
thoſe that conveffe with them, and indeed their Lig bi 
ought ſo fo ſhine before Men, 4 hat others ſeeing their oi 


# — 
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Works may glorify their heavenly Father *. They are 
oblig'd therefore to expreſs the internal Workings of 
the Soul, or Graces of the Spirit in ſuch external Ads, as 
ſerve to prove the Truth of Grace in their Hearts, and 
likewiſe to adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour t, b 
which as an Inſtrument in the Hand of the Spirit this 
Life was wrought in them. So that Men may ſee 
choſe divine Graces ſhining forth in Acts of Humility; 
of Patience, of Love to Gov, and Love to others, and 
eſpecially Love to the Saints, together with all other 
tlie Train of divine Virtues, which are as ſo many 
Branches that make up the New Creature. Theſe 
Things indeed are not hidden: But then thoſe Acts 
or Operations of the Soul, wherein it has to do imme. 
diately with Gop, The ſecret Breatbings of the Soul af 
ter Gop as its chief Portion, and longing Defre, after a 
more intimate, and uninterrupted, and perfect Com- 
munion With him; together with thoſe inward Humi- 
liations and Abaſements which they have under the- 
Senſe of their Infirmities, and of their Coming ſhort of 
that Perfection they are aſpiring after; as alſo the Act - 
ings of that ardent Love to Gop and Regard to his 
Intereſt, which makes them ſometimes ſwallowed 
up as it were in the boundleſs Ocean of divine Love. 
Tuxsz, and many other ſuch Acts, they themſelves 
only can know, nor can any Stranger intermeddie there- 
with. | 
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2. Tux Principles from whence the Aﬀings of a ſpiri- 
tual Life do flow, are allo a Secret to the World. For 
it knows not the inward Motives and Inducements from 
which good Men act, when the Actions they do 

: ſomerimes ſeem wnaccountable to others; (though 
good Men have juſt Reaſon for what they do, and 
how why they believe, and why they deny them 
ſelve, &c.) yet theſe Principles are ſecret and E 6 | 
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= There is a divine Habit of Holineſs wrought in the 
Soul, from which all the Actings of Grace do pro- 
XX ceed. There may indeed be ſome Actings of counter- 
feit Grace, where there is no true Principle or Foun- 
dation; but where Grace is in Sincerity and Truth, 

there is a ſolid, laſting Principle, which is one 
Ground of Perſeverance (as I ſaid) in the Saints. 
Nou this Principle cannot be diſcerned by any but by 
him that is poflelsd of it. | > 


3. Tar divine Influences, by which this Life is 
maintained are alſo unknown, I mean to others, 
And therefore this is a hidden Life, For as our Na- 
tural Life cannot ſubſiſt or continue, without con- 
ſttant Recruirs both from Food, and from the Influ- 
ences of the Air, and the chexring Warmth of the Sun: 
So neither can a Spiritual Life ſubſiſt of it's ſelf, no 
more than itwas wrought in a Man by himſelf, 
For it ſtands in need continually of Divine Influ- 
| ences to ſupport and maintain it; And as it.hath the 
Word of God for its outward Food, ſo it has in- 
| 2yardly the Spirit of Go p for its continual Suecour. 
And bis powerful Influences (tho' ſecret,) do effectu- 
ally carry the Saints on in the Exerciſe of Grace. 
And if they ſuffer any Decay in their Spiritual Life, 
(aas Perſons through Weakneſs, Faintneſs, and Want 
of Spirits, do exert the Actions of the Natural Life 
-= with leſs Activity and Vigour,) if they grow ſlack and 
X 7emiſs in their Duty; abate of their Spiritual Fervour 
a⁊2nd Zeal in the Service of Gop; and become like a 
Tee in the Winter, whoſe Sap retires to the Root: 
The ſame Divine Spirit, that firſt breath'd into them 
that Heavenly Life, does recruit their Strength; re- 
vive their drooping Spirits and decaying Graces ; 
rouxetb them out of their Security: and gives to them 
new Adi vity and Vigour. But who is there that is 
able fully to comprehend this? or give a clear uy 
ſatisfactory Account how this Bleſſed Work is carri 
TO — ü "74 1 on, 
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on, and by what ſecret and powerful Touches (if ve 
may ſo ſpeak) theſe Noble Effects are produced? | 
Even a Chriſtian himſelf that experiences theſe Things 

wrought in him, is not able to give a clear Deſcripti- 
on of it unto others : No, nor ſometimes to underſtand 
himſelf the Nature and Manner of thoſe Divine In- 
uences, which notwithſtanding he is ſure that he 
PING Do but obſerve, how our Bleſſed Saviour ex- 
preſſeth this Matter, in a very apt Similitude, obs 

Iii. 8. where ſpeaking to Nicodemæs about this very 
Matter, ſays he, The Wind bloweth wheye it liſteth, and 

thoy heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell, whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth: So is every one that 1 
born of the Spirit. As if he had ſaid in other Words, 

We are lure there is ſuch a Thing as the Wind: 
* We hear the Sound that it cauſes jn the Air amongſt 
te the Trees and Houſes, &c. and feel alſo ſome- 
ce times the great Force and Power of it; Yet none 
te can tell exactly what kind of Vapour it is that is 
ce the Cauſe of ſuch Motion in the Air; from what 
& Source and Original it ariſes; how. far it reaches 
ve both in Breadth and Length; why it Blows ſuc- 
4 ceſhvely from ſuch different and contrary Duarters ; 
c Why it is ſometimes ſo bojfterous, and at other 
te times ſo gentle and refreſhing, &c. Now, ſays he, 
if ſuch a Thing as we ſo Reageer obſerve, is 
ce unaccountable to us, How much more are the 
ce inward Operations of the Bleſſed Spirit, upon the 
* Souls of Men? No wonder then the World 

knows fo very little of this. They admire how a 
Chriſtian can bear up under Temprations, and perſe- 
were in his Chriſtian Courſe, notwithſtanding all 
| the Affronts, Reproaches, and Hatred of Men; not- 
| 1 all the Indignities they ſuffer from 

| - Others, and the Weakneéſſes and "Infiemicies of - 
; their ion Natures.; that yet their Spiritual Life is ſtil] 
maintain d; this ſeems a Riddle unto them, becauſe 

hey are unacgualnted wich che Holy Spirit, 9 tifs 
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Way of Working, and never felt any of bis Divine 


Operations on their own Hearts. And therefore 


| much lefs can they give an Account of what it does 
on the Hearts of others. Again | 


Tart Joys and Comforts of this ſpiritual 


4. 

1 Lift are ſuch as are ſecret unto the World and hidden 
from it. As Natural Life where it is vigorous and 
active; where the Health is not impair d; where the 
ppirits have free Motion, and where nothing do's put 
an Obfacle in the way, do's afford a pleaſant Senſation 
to a Man that is bleſt with this State, and affords him 

great Pleaſure and Eaſe in all the Actions of life. So 

it is with the Spiritual Life. When the Soul is not 
= Jifempered with melancholic Fears, nor with the 

Senſe of new Guilt for having afreſh griev'd the 


good Spirit of Gov; when the Conſcience is 12 


and not at all wounded ; when a Man acts with Life 
in a due manner, exerciſes his Graces regularly; and 
brings forth the Fruits thereof in their Seaſon, he hath 
XZ ſweet Comfort and Satisfaction in his Mind, which he 
*XZ wou'd not exchange for the whole World. This in- 
X ward Joy, Satisfaction and Tranquillity is as Oy] t 
*Z the Wheels that makes him run ſpeedily with an en- 
larged Heart in the Way of God's Commandments. 
*X This makes him to hold up his Head above all 4fic- 
tion, even above ſuch as drive Others to their Wits 
End- This carries him through ſo many Difficalties 
and Dangers, wherewith Others wou'd be affrighted, 


2 9 * 77 


and under which they would fink, or be prevailed 


upon to deſert CARISsT, and give over their Profeſ- 
non of Him. It is this, that makes Religion plea- 


ſant indeed. While they live under the Light of God's 


Countenance, and the Conſciouſneſs of their walking 


7 cloſely, humbly, and obediently before Him; and 


therefore are not conſcious tothemſetves of living in 


WW Di/guiſe, but that they are truly in the Sight of God, 
hat they appear to be in the Sight of Others; and 


hays 
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have the Firft-fruits of Glory, and the Earneſt of the 


Spirit given to them. Theſe Things do afford ſuch 
Joys that the World cannot intermeddle wich, and 
therefore is utterly znacquaznted with them. So th 
thoſe Words may well be applyed unto them whic 


ace ſpoken by our Lord in one of his Seyen-Epi/tles, 
which you find in Rev. ii. 17. To bim that overcometb 


will 1 give to eat of the hidden ¶ Manna, and will give 
ziim a white Stone, and in the Stone a new Name writ- 
ten, which no Man knoweth, ſaving be that receivetb it. 
I have not time to explain all the Similitude, but 
the Subſtance of it is this; That thoſe that over- 
cr come the Corruptions that are in the World, by the 
. power of Divine Grace, and perſevere in the con- 
© tinual Exerciſe of it; that do conquer the Tem- 
« ptations to eApoſtacy, and in a word, are fincere 
* and lafting Chriftians, have a Promiſe of inward 
* Satisfaction and Joy, which cannot well be ex- 
* preſs d, compared to the Manna that came down 
from Heaven, called Angels Food *, and to the 
6. pphite Stone, which was given to the Perſon that 
vas abſolved in Fudgment, with his Name written 
* thereon. ” But then thoſe Words, No Aan can 


| 1 nus have l the firſt Branch of this Se- 
cond general Head, which was to ſhew, that cur. /pj- 
Fual Life bere is ſecret and hidden. 3 


Secondly. As to Eternal Life (which is the Conſum- 
mation or Perfection of the other,) it is no leſs plain 
and evident that it is hidden. Elſe why ſhould the 
Apoſtle Fobn in his Epif. Ch. iii. 2. ſay, Beloved now 
are we the Sons of GOD, and it doth not yet appear what 


we ſhall be: But we know, that when he ſhall appear, we 


fall be like bin; for we ſhall ſee him as be is. Whets 
1 1 1 14 
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he aſſerts, among other Things, theſe two; One is 
that the Divine Life begins afloon as the ſpiritual 
Life is breath'd into Man, and he then has a juſt 
; Title co Heaven. Now, fays he, are we the Child- 
b ren of GOD. The Inheritance do's belong to them 
a by Promiſe. And agreeable hereunto is that in 
ö obn i. 12. A. many as received him, i. e. belie- 
r ved on him, to them gave be power, or right to become the 
, Sons of Go b, 1. e. they are really As by divine 
a Grace to be Go »y's Children. But then he adds, It Jo's 
t not yet appear what we ſhall be, We are yet in our No- 
- age, we have not received the Þpberirance. Tho we 
- are in our Father's Houſe, undgr the Smiles of his 
- Countenance, (which are valuableBleflings,) yet there 
4 is another and greater Bleſſing behind, which for a. 
e | while we muſt be content to be ignorant of. But we s 
d know that when CHRIST ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
7 Bur as to this Particular, I ſhall (for Illuftration ' 
p ſake) mention theſe Things belonging unto it: Fr 
t The very Place, where the happy Life of che Saints is 
n to be led in Heaven, cannot be fully known in this 
1 Life: it is ſecret, and hidden. We have indeed ſeveral 
r | Expreſſions in Scripture, that give us ſome faint Idea t of 
theſe Things. But alas! how can we comprehend this, 
z- thatare ſo ignorant of choſe Things that we daily con- 
2 verſe with, and which are ſo familiar to us? Heaven 
b is yet out of our view, we can ſee but a little way 
7 through the Air, and cannot penetrate to what is o 
1 the other fide the Vail, in that Hea ben of Heavens, The 
n Third Heavens, The Seat of the Bleſſed, even to that to 
iS which Cuntst is Aſcended. So that this is what we, 
w dre not able at preſent fully to conceive. The Glory. 
at of it indeed is deciphered and ſer forth by ſuch Things, 
ve Ml look very excellent and ſplendid among Men, 
re + Bur alas ! theſe Delſeriptions come far ſhort of what | 
le 777 y Os , 
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A Large Building at a diſfance, we may diſcern it to 


Lie. For the Joy and Happineſs of the Saints in Hea- 
ven is an Active Foy, and that Life they there live is 
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they are deſigned to repreſent, only they ſerve to raiſe 1 
our Hopes, as well as to help our Imagination. Remem- 

ber what the Apoſtle ſays, We live by Faith and not - * 
Sight. i. e. We cannot ſee at preſent thoſe things that 
are to come, but are ſupported by our firm Belief and 
lively Hope of thoſe Glories we yet ſee not, as be- 
ing at too great a Diſtance from us. And therefore 
Faith is called the Subſtance of things hoped for, and tbe 
Evidence of things not ſeen: I for it brings them as it 
were wich-in our Reach and View. As when we ſee. 


be Beautifull and Stately, by that confufed View we 
have of it: but till we make nearer Approaches, can- 
not diſcover the Symmetry of it's Parts, the Beauty of 
it's Ornaments, and its excellent Accomodations &c. 
So by Faith we can take a view of thoſe Things that 
are in the inviſible World in part: but we muſt con- 

tent our ſelves to wait with patience till Go p's due 

time ſhall come, before we can know all that belongs 
to that bleſſed Place. For we ſhall never know it ful- 

ly, until CIS 1 ſhall be pleas d to fend a Convoy. 
of his Angels to conduct us thither, %õ00. 


2. The work of Heaven is allo ſecret. We know in ge: 
weral what we are to do there: but we cannot know all 
the Particulars of it. We are aſſured from right Reaſon, 
as well as from the Word of Gop, that Heaven is not 
(what poor ignorant People imagine) a Place of Eaſe. 
and Þa#iviry, fit only for lazy and dull Souls, who 
are wholly given up to a ſenſual Life, and can reliſh. 
no other Pleaſures but what are fuited to the Animal. 
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more Vigorous than what they liv'd upon Earth. A E 
Conſtant Imployment they there have Day and Night 
without ceaſing: always Praifing their great Creator, 
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- "Redeemer and Sand ifier; and taken up in the moſt 
delightful e of the admirable and glorious 
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Works of Gop. This is all we know thereof in par- 
ticular: for whatever Work there is to do amongſt the 
glorious and bleſſed Inhabitants above, it ſufficeth us 
to, know in general, it will be to contemplate the 
Works of Creation, Providence, and Redemption, 
and rightly to underſtand thoſe Things that now puz- 
zle us; i. e. thoſe Dark: Providences of Gov, that now 
ſeem to jar and contradict one another. In a word, to 
live in ſuch a Contemplation of Goo, as ſhall Eter- 


nally afford us new Diſcoveries of his Perfections. And 


thus our Knowledge till Increaſing will cauſe ever- 


laſting Joy and Praiſes unto him. 


3. Tar Enjoyments of that State are alſo ſectet and 
hidden. And well they may : for if we do not know 
the Place itſelf nor the Work and Employment there- 
of but in general, we cannot then be fully apprized 
of thoſe Pleaſures and Enjoyments that are there, 
We know they are vaſtly great, worthy of Infinite 
Love to beftow ; worthy of the Infinite Price of the 
Blood of CHRIS I to purchaſe and procure ; ſuch as 
are infinitely more than poor Worms could expect. 
But yet after all, it is more than we can now con- 
ceive. And when the Saints have here by divine Me- 
ditation ſtrain'd their Thoughts to the utmoſt to con- 
ceive what is every way glorious and beautiful, they 
will be ſurpriz d (no doubt) when they Enter into 
that Society of the bleſſed above, to behold, taſte, and 
enjoy what they have here no Notion of at all. 
Tuvs I have briefly touch'd upon the principal 
Things on this Head, as my time wou'd permit. I 
come in the | | 


III. Pracs to explain, How this Life is ſaid tobe 


hid wth CHRIST. I Anſwer this ſhews how nece(- 


ary à Connection there is between the Happineſs of a Be- 
D 0 liever 
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hever * cbriſt Feſus, from whom it is every way 
** HES following Particulars w 


1. Curx1sT IJ Esus is the Fountain and Spring of 
our ſpiritual Life; or he, in Union with whom our 
ſpiritual Life do's conſt. Without a Saviour, there 
can be no true Morality or ſpiritual Life; for that 
is not true Vertue that flows not from a Vital Union 
wich Cyrrsr, without which all ſeeming Vertues are 
is (what one of the Fathers calls them) Splendida 
þtceara, i. e. glittering Sins. As the Life ofa Chriſtian 
is wholly from Chriſt; fo it confifteth is Union with 
Him, I ſhall Endeavour to illuſtrate this. Jeſus Chriſt 
the Fountain of all Grace is offered to poor Sinners, 
to be their Birdegroom; to be their Head of Infſuence as 
well as their Head of Government;and this Union may 
be beſt apprehended, I don't ſay comprehended(for it is 
Wel called a myſtical Union) by what the Apoſtle 
peaks 1 Cor. vi. 17. He that is joy d to the Lord is one 
Spirit. That is, the ſame Spirit of Gov that dwells 

ce in the humane Nature of ChxIST, is imparted un 
© to, acts, and influences true Believers. And in 
* this does conſiſt the viral Union between CHRIS HT 
© and his Church and every Member of it.” There 
may be an external Relation to CHRIST; there may be 
a partaking of outward Privileges ; there may be ma- 
fy Subjects of His Kingdom in a political Senſe, who 
fhall yet be caft out; and there may be ſome Branches 

belonging to the Vine, that bring forth 20 Fruit. 

There are ſuch I fay, in the Church. But he that 
is à Partaker of ſpiritual Life, is thus united unto 
Cunisr, as I have explain'd, partaking of the fame 
Spirit of Curisr (tho in e Meaſure, which dwelt in 
- CurrsT without Meaſure.) Therefore the Apoſtle; you 
know, elſe where ſays, Fam have not the Spirit of Cri 
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he is none of his . Not the Spirit in regard of Com- 
mon Gifts, (even though they were Miraculous:) for 
that will not prove them to be vitally. united t 

CurisT. But that Spirit conſider d as a Sanctiſyer, an 

uic kner, and Aut bor of that Divine Life. For where 
this boly Spirit is breath d into us, it will make us of 
the ſame Mind wich Cunis r, it will make us value bis 
Intereſt, Honour and Glory beyond our own : for it is 
the ſame Spirit that dwels in the Head as in the Mem- 
bers : by the ſame Spirit both are influenced, tho in 
2 different Meaſure and Degree. If then we are in 
Union with Cunisr he is faid to be our Life. So in 
the ws, NES: after 2 nh 3 Chrift' who is 
our Life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him 
in Glory. And {s Apoſtle ſpeaking to the Golotion, is 
very clear in this Matter Gal. ii. 20. I live; faith he, 
yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the Life which I 
.now lie in the Fleſb, I live by the faith of the Son of God 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Here he diſtin- 
guiſhes between his Natural and his Spiritual Life, and 


makes his Spiritual Life to be Chriſt's dwelling in bim; 


between both. 


FI Our Life is ſaid to be hid or laid up in Curisr, 


The Spirit of Gop being the common Bond of Union 


becauſe he was the Purchaſer of that Grace whereby ue 
live. As in Union with Curisr, principally con- 
dis our Life; Jo he Purchaſed the Gife of the Holy 
Spirit to beſtow it upon us, and purchaſed that Grace, 


by way of Merit, whereby we live unto Gop. This 
= did by dying for us on the Croſs. And 3 


the Apoſtle fully expreſſeth ic Heb. ix. 15. For this cauſe, 
(Saith he) bes the Meditator of the New Teftament, 


(or Covenant) that by means of death, for the Redemption” 


- of the tranſgreſſions that were under the firſt Teftamens, 


— 
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nal Inberitance. It is owing therefore to him who is 
God: Man, who came down from Heaven on purpoſe 
to ſuffer death, that we might obtain Life, and reco- 
ver all our forfeited Happineſs, He put himſelf into 
our Stead, and thereby made Atonement for Sin. The 
Dignity of his Divine Nature giving an abundant Vir- 
tue and Worth, to the Sufferings of his Humane, mak- 
ing them a full Satisfaction to the Juſtice of Gov, and 
thereby delivered us from Mrath to come. For be 
hath made bim to be Sin for us [that is a Sin offering] 
by putting himſelf in our Room and Stead, that we 
ight be made the righteouſneſs of God in bim. By this, 
he Ranſom'd Sinners from that Death they deſerved, 
and procur'd a Right to the Kingdom of Gop which 
they had forfeited. He has cauſed the Angel with a 
flaming Sword to move his Station, and opened Hea- 
vens Gates once more, that were juſtly ſhut againſt 
us for our Diſobedience to the holy and Righteous 
Law of Gop. And therefore he is our Life in re- 
ſped to his purchaſing it for us. For what ever Grace 
we enjoy here; whatever Happineſs we look for 
hereaftet we are Entirely indeble to CHRIST Jesus — 
for both, Lp 9 


3. Our Life is faid to be hid with Currsr, and 
he to be our Life, becauſe as our Forerunner be is gone 
fo prepare a Place for us in Heaven, and as our Intercef- 
| for or Advocate ſecures the Continuance of our Title unto 

it. Both theſe yield Matter of unſpeakable Joy and 

Comfort to us. When we conſider, that the ſame 
bleſſed Jzs vs that loved us fo dearly, as to humble 
himſelf 'to the loweſt Condition, even to the Death of 
the Croſs for our Sakes F : That diveſted himſelf of 
all the Brightneſs of his Glory, and took upon him the 
Form of a Servant; That the ſame Jesus, who long'd 
to talte of the bitter Cup, (tho' Nature did recoyl and 


I w 


- ? 2 Cor. 5 wt, + Phil. 2 71 8. ah ſtruggle | 


4 £ 
s : ; ” Our 3 9 
f J , . 1 
Fan þ 7 L s, 3 4 
* - ö . 0 1 of 
4 5 ; 4 DR”. a 
1 RF 4 1 — od > * A * 4 * 44 - | Wks 
2 N F . 1 - * rs N 3 * 
P 2 0 - * ; ef * 3 LI N A . N D ' by 2 * 73 a 


CCC Hs a6 RD 


ww 'S P 3p w3 FT” ER =WwYyy us TT ww WW 3A 5 


Ee 


aha. 3 


— * - 
* : - 
'v: oh f | : . 
1 N 


* m 
- 


ſtruggle to avoid it,) that the ſame Jesvs who yeild- 
ed up his Spirit upon the Croſs, in the midſt of Age- 
nies and Pains, and under the dreadful Deſertion of his 
Father; that this Jzsvs who has ſo loved us, has un- 
dertaken to prepare Manſions for us, wherein we ſhall 
hereafter live, as He Himſelf promiſed in that ſweet 
and excellent dying Speech of His to His Diſciples, 
Fob. xiv. 2, 3. In my Fathers Houſe are many Man- 
ſions: if it were not ſo, 1 would have told you: Igo to pre- 
pare a Place for you. This affords indeed abundant of 
Satisfaction and Comfort to all true and living Mem- 
bers of ChRIsT's Body, that He Himſelf has pro- 
miſed to provide thus for them hereafter. But that 
is not all. For as an Interceſſor and Advocate he ſe- 
cures our Title to it. For you know if we were left 
to ourſelves, even in a State of Grace, we ſhould ſoon 
fall away : But our Security depends not upon our- 
ſelves; but the unchangeable Love of Gop with the 
Interceſſion of Cxrx1sr. As He purchaſed the Grace 


whereby our ſpiritual Life firſt began: So he takes : 


Care by the Application of his Merits, and preſent- 
ing Himſelf in Heaven for us before the Father, to 
make all effectual to our final Salvation. How ſoon 
wou'd our treacherous Hearts make us depart from 
the living Gov? How ſoon wou'd Grace decay and 
wicher, if we were not ſecured by this powerful In- 
terceflion of -Curisr for us? But if any Man ſin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 


righteous: and He is the Propitiation for our Sins. &. 


1 Joh. ii. 1. 


4. Ovn Life is ſaid to be hid or lay d up in Chriſt, 
becauſe he prepares us for that Life, as well as prepares 


"Phat for us. He that hath wrought us for the ſelf-ſame 
" tbing, is God: Who alſo has given to us the Earneſt of his 


Spirit, lays the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. v. 5. And indeed 
it is not enough to have a Rigbt and Title, but we 
muſt have a Meerneſt alſo for Heaven. For "or : 
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the deſperate State of Man by the Fall, that he was 
Hke a condemned Criminal labouring under a mortal 
Diſeaſe. He muſt die by Reaſon of his Guilt as a 
Tranſgreſſor of the Law, unleſs he procure the 
Prince's Pardon. Which if he ſhould obtain, yet be 
is ſure co periſh (notwichſtanding that Pardon,) by 
Reaſon of his dangerous Diftemper, unleſs ſome ex- 
traordinary eMedicine be applied that may effect a 
Cure. Even fo, we are all by Nature, as well 
as by our actual Tranſgreſſions, obnoxious to eternal 
Death : So that without a Pardon we muſt needs 
riſh for ever, as condemned Sinners. But if our Guilt 
remov d by divine Mercy on the Account of Chrift's 
afoning Sacrifice : Yet our ſpiritual Diſeaſes wou'd 
certainly ruin us (notwithſtanding a Pardon) ex- 
cept we be cleanſed and healed by the ſanctifying Spirit 
4. briſt. Beſides ſuppoſing that an wnregenerate Sinner 
| ould be admitted at laſt into the heavenly Society 
above: Yet he cou'd not poſſibly be happy there. 
For there is nothing in Heaven that He loves. He 
took no Pleaſure, while in this World, with that 
which is the Delight of good Men, to be employ d 
zin the Praiſes of Gop, and enjoying Communion 
with Him: Now what Satisfaction can a wicked 
Man take in the Company of God and the Blefed 
Above, when he cou'd never reliſh any Sweetneſs in 
Converſing with them here below ? But Jesvs Cuxisr 
Has not only by His Death on the Croſs purchas d a 
Nile to the eternal Inberitance : But by ſending bis Spi- 
rit into our Hearts fills us with earneſt and reſtleſs De- 
frres after the future Life, and frees us from thoſe He- 
- filements, which .wou'd incapacitate us for the Injoy- 
ment of it; and ſauits our:Tempers to that Work we 
Mall be exerciſed in to all Eternity. This is juſtly 
called the Earneſt of our future Inheritance. For ſeeing 
_ theſe reſtleſs deſires after Heaven do not proceed from 
corrupt Nature, but muſt be breathed into us by the 
bleſſed Spirit of Gov ; and ſeeing Gov would — | 
: | |  JACUAC 
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incline 2 Soul whom He loves, and who leves Him 
above all, to ſuch Deſires as He will net ſatisfy, ie fol- 
lows that, whoſoever experiences in himſelf cheſs 
Heavenly Deſires muſt be deſigned of Go d to be an 
Heir of eternal Glor x. # 


F. Cnmrsy Jeous Himfelf, will give us Poſſuſpen of 
this bidden Life of Glory. Fer he who has the Keys of 
Hell E Adn, ] and Death * (5. e. the Governmene 
of the inviſible Morld and of Death, which is the 
Entrance into it). will ſend his Angels to convey ou, 
departing Souls ſafely into his Preſence, and at the hf 
Day will Himſelf come in Glory (when the Arch- 
angel's Trumpet has founded) and take us up wich 
Him into the higheſt Heavens, that ſo we may be fot 
ever with Him. Behold (ſays He) I come quickly and 
wy. Rewatd is with me. Rev. xxu. 12. Oh!  WhatJoy 
does this afford to one that feriouſly conſiders thus 
with himſelf : © That Jeſus whom I have loved (che 
© yet unſeen) whom 1 delightfully /erve, and wich 
ce whom I have intraſted all my Ceneerns for Time 
© and. Eternity, will at laſt appear in His Glory, 
«© with everlaſting Smiles ſhining upon me, to gb, 
<« me to Himſelf to live Eternally in His Preſence. 
[This brings me to the—— 2"_ "OR 


La. Ciki1sT ts our Life, Becauſe the Enja 
Him in Hea uen is one great Object of our Felicity: | We 
now Live by Faith on the unſeen Jeſus and the Glo- 
ries of the future State, and not by Sight, 2 Cor. v. J. 
yet even this affords: Joy un/peakable and full of Glarg,- 


(2 Pet. i. 8.) while our Thoughts are big wich Ea _ 


2 of what we ſhall fee and enjoy hereafies, 
when the Vail ſhall be removed. But who is able © 
expreſs the overflowing Joys of the Faithful Follow= 
ers of the Lamb; When they ſhall behold with opes 


b .& 


* > f - 


© Face that bleſſed Jeſus appearing now in a Manner ſo 
much more glorious than that inwhich he appeared in 


\the Days of bis Fleſh? *At His Firſt coming he appeared 


z the likedeſs of finfull Fleſh, i. e. in a very mean and 


conteniptible Garb, (being then in his State of Hu- 
miliation) like Others that were Sinners, for whom 
he came to ſuffer. But hereafter in and after his /econd 


coming he Will be ſeen in the Brightneſs of His Own 
and of his Father's Glory: When He ſhall come tobe 


lorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them that 
Lace T can hardly forbear expatiating largely on 
this delightful Theme: But wow, "nn, I have alrea- 
dy almoſt exceeded the limited 


Text. 


Wee i rn ue the Life of a e bs 


hidden Life, hence it follows, That the Notion which 


wordly Men generally entertain of fincere Chriſtians, is a 
very groſs Miſtake. They Judge them to be moſt 
Happy, who are moſt Rjcb and Great in the World; 
and thoſe moſt Wiſe, who beſt know how to raiſe 
themſelves to Honour and Wealth ; and thoſe to lead 
the moſt Pleaſant Lives, - who live in Luxury 
Eaſe. Thus (as David ſpeaks, Pſ. x. 3.) they bleſs 
the Covetous whom the Lord abborreth: And praiſe 
hoſe that do well to themſelves. | 
As to Good Men, they Judge of chem by the 
outward Appearance only : and becauſe'they often- 


times enjoy but little of this World's Goods, and do 
not reliſh nor ſeek after them with that. Eegarneſs as 


worldly Men do; and ſeeing they live contrary to the 
Courſe of this World, and have their Chivell on it 
a World that is unſeen, they reckon them to be both 


Unhappy 


* <= 1 
* — * 
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- ime, I ſhall now 
draw ſome Inferences from what has been ſaid on this 


and 


PL xlix. . 18. 


ation in 


p and Unwiſe. No wonder, that they who ne- 
ver had in themſelves any Experience of the Divine 
Life, nor of the ſecret Joys thereof ſhould Judge others 
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great meaſure hidden from us, we ought to long after it, 

and e e for it. We now ſee thro a Glaſs 
Wie know in part, but when that which is perfect is come, 

AI phen that. which is it part ſhall be done away, and then 

©fhall we know even as alſo we are known. 1, Cor. xiti. 9, 

- TO, 12. Oh! let us aſpire after that State with 

_ : moſt ardent Deſires, and not ſay, it is good for ws to be 

bere, where our Graces and our .Comforts are fo im- 

perfect, and where we enjoy but a confuſed and there- 
tore unſatiifying Proſpect of the Work and Joys of the 

Pleſſed Inhabitants of the 1 Feruſalem. If * 
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lieve there are ſuch Things to be enjoyed on the other 
ſide of the Grave, which infinitely tranſcend our pre- 
ſent Conceptiont, why do we not mount up with Eagle. 
"Wings aloft Iſai. xl. 31. that we may be the ſooner poſ- 
ſeſfd of what is now only the Object of our Faith and 
Hope? For this let us frive with all Diligence, and 
put forth our utmoſt Strengib, and moſt Zealous En- 
dea vours, that being duly prepared for the Life to 

come, we may obtain alſo a well-grounded and com- 
fortable Aſſurance of our being admitted in due Sea- 
ſon into thoſe Bleſſed Regiont, where we ſhall fully and 
perfectly know what is that Life which is hidden witb 
Chriſt in God. VVV 8 


ISnovrp here put an end to my Diſcourſe: 
but that I know it will be expected, that ſomething 
ſhould be added relating to the preſent Mournful Oc- 
caſion, even the Death of your once beloved and ad- 
mired Paſtor Mr. Doolitell. But I ſhall here be very 
brief, and ſpeak no more than what I judge may be 
uſeful to you that were under his Charge. 


I Hav been intimately acquainted with him for 
above ſeven and Thirty years: \and therefore what I 
ſhall ſay of him will not be the Reports of others, 
but what I know to be true. When he was in his 
Nineteenth year (which was the Firſt year of our Ace 
quaintance) I had Reaſon to think, that he had a ſe- 
. pious. Senſe of. true Godlineſs and a Love to it, and 
knew that he kept up conſtant, Communion. with 

God in ſecret, as became one that was in earneſt to 
work out bis own Salvation, He was a diligent Rea- 
der and Studier of God's Word; not pnly for his own 
Improvement in Grace, but that he might alſo from 
thence be enabled to inſtruct and edify others. For 
he had early reſolved to devote himſelf to the S icred 
York of che Minifry, as ſaon n the Rn 
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thereunto. How induſtriouſly and how ſucceſsfully 
he labour'd in his Office, (when ſolemnly inveſted in 
it) is well known to many in other Towns, who 
have had Cauſe to Bleſs God for his Labours amongſt 


them. You that are here preſent can witneſs alſo, 


how laborious he was amongſt you for ſome Years, 
in Preaching and Inſtructing the younger in a Ca- 


techiſticat Method to your great Satisfaction and Spi- 


ritual Improvement. And I hope there are ftill a- 
mongſt you mary Seals of his Miniffty, who will be 
his Foy and his Crown in the Day of Chriſt, * His Mini- 
ſterial Abilicies (I am ſure) were very great; and I had 
as fair an Opportunity of knowing them as any other. 
He had the whole Body of Divinity in his Head, and 


was well Skilled in moſt of the Niceſt Controverſies of 


Religion, having well Studied them. His Manner 
'of Delivery in explaining and applying Divine Truths 
I need not mention, ſeeing your ſelves were fo long 
deeply affected therewich, and thought your felves 
happy in enjoying his uſeful Labours. 


© An whereas ſome few amongſt you ſuſpected tlie 


Soundneſs of his Judgment as to ſome of the Points 


oontroverted between the Calvinifts on one Side and 
the Arminians on the Other, as if he ſomewhat lean- 
ed to the Latter; I muſt deal very plainly and candid- 
ly with you, I have had frequent Converſe with — 7 
about thoſe Matters, and therefore may be ſuppofed 
to be well acquainted with his true Thoughts in Re- 


ference thereunco. I do therefore folemnly declare, 
That he did not incline to any One of the Arminian 


Doctrines that were condemn'd in the famous Sy nod 


of Dort. As to the Extent of CuRIsT's Death, he 
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was of the ſime Mind with Biſhop Davenant, Dp E: 

Twiſſe, Amyraldus, Mr. Claude, and many oth 
Learned Divines, who were ſtrenuous Oppoſers of 
the Remonſtrants: And therefore thoſe that cenſur' 
him on that Account, betrayed either their Ignorance 
or I- Nature. For if we be prejudic'd againſt one 
another about doubifull Points of Religion, in which 
learned and good Men entertain different Sentiments, or 
uſe a different Manner of Expreſſion, there muſt be ei- 
thera weak Head or a corrupt Heart, which makes Men 
judge of Truth by a Party, and offer a Sacrifice ol 
Peace thereto. 7 


Tus leads me to the dark Part of his Life, I 
mean his decay'd and ſickly Conſtitution ; which 
Vas in Part cauſed by the unjuſt Prejudices ſome en- 
tertained againſt him, and the unhappy and unreaſon- 
able Fewds which aroſe among your ſelves. Theſe 
Things made too great an Impre ſſion upon his Spi- 
Tir, and cauſed a very great Increaſe of his Hypocon- 
driac Melancholy, which his Negle of Exerciſe had 
already brought him into. Thus that Life that might 
have been further uſefull to yourſelves and Others, re- 
ceived ſo violent a Shock, that Death made very ſen- 
ſible Advances towards him, and at length landed him 
%% Work. oo. ͤ y 


. W HAT now remains further t 0 be a Je F att be 
1 ort Advice OY chat were his Hearers. 


Hir, Tux x be humbled under the Senſe of your 
Loſs, and of thoſe Miſcarriages that boſten'd it: Carry 
it for the future with Reſpect towards your preſent Pai 
tor, and any Other that Go p may ſend you. Main- 
- tain Peace one with another. Bury the Remembrance 
of all the former Diſcords, and provoke one another 
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Truths you have been taught out of Gov's Word; 
piatiſe them with Conſtancy and Zeal. Ibereto un 
have already attained, walk by the ſame Rule, and miu 
the ſame Things. Phil. iii. 16. As to thoſe nice Matters, 
- which either you cannot yet underſtand, or have not yet 
throughly ſtudied, let them by no means be the Occaſi- 
on of the leaſt Breach amongſt you. Do not there- 
fore liſten to the Suggefions of ſuch (whoever they 
be,) that while they pretend to tax Others with Har- 
rodoxy, diſcover an wncharitable Temper in ſetting 
Men One againſt Another about ſuch Things of 
which they are not capable Judges. For it is gene- 
rally obſerved, that Perſons of this peewiſh and cenſars- 
os Humour have very little ſtudied thoſe Controver- 
ſies, wherein they pretend to dictate to Others what is 
ſound and what erroneous, Toconclude, I heartily c- 

mit you to God and to the Word of his Grace, which is able 
to build you up in Knowledge, Faith, Comfort and 
Mutual Love. Now therefore Walk in Peace: And 
the Gop of Peace will be with you. | 
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THERE is in the Preſs, and will ſoon be pub: 


liſtyd, 


i - HE Azxraicnnment and Txxrar of the Late 


Reverend Mr. Tnouas Rosewtir, for Hicu Tara» 


son, before the Lord Chief Juſtice Jerezz16s, in the 
Months of October and November 1684. And the 


Axcunenrs offerrd in Arreſt of Judgment by his 


learned Council. To which will be prefixed An Ac- 
count of his LIE and DATA. Publiſhed by 


SAMUEL ROSEWELL. A. A 


—— Nec pretermittenda eſt famoſa illa, atrocicate 


rei notiflima, & per omnes fer? pervulgata, in Ross- 
wELLUM Criminatio ; qui læſæ Majeſtatis falſo inſimu- 
latus, &, ſubornatis Teſtibus, capite damnatus tan- 


rum Piſleg, AucorsJacobp Pligio, 
IM. Rosswart a Nongonformiſt Miniſter— 


was indicted in the 36 Car. 2. for Words ſpoke by 


him in a Sermon It was a Proſecution carried on 
through the Violence of thoſe Times, and generally 


1 was arre 
was diſcharged. Lord Harcourt at Dr. 


Tryal, Folio. p. 219, * 


tum non Martyris gloriam e Vindicip 


deteſted. He was gonvicted; but on cooler Thoughts 
ſted, and Mr. RoszwsLL 
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